
01 Round Robin
Every student contributes once before anyone speaks again. Structured, clockwise turn-taking builds

confidence and guarantees equal air time.
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30–45 sec each,
no interruptions

Student (numbered turn) → clockwise order

TEACHER  INVOLVEMENT

High at the beginning — sets order, timing, and

frames.

BE ST  E AP USE S

Activating prior knowledge Sharing thesis statements Concise academic responses

Reading comprehension checks Confidence before longer discussion

PRE PARAT ION

Give students a short academic text (e.g., on required first-year writing courses). Each student

prepares:

L ANGUAGE  FRAME S

“I believe universities should / should not require this course because ______. According to the text, ______.”

“I agree with ______’s point about ______. However, I would add that ______.”

TE ACHE R ’S  RO L E DE BR IE F  QUE ST IONS

The Round Robin structure was formalized as a cooperative learning structure by Dr. Spencer Kagan.
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One main idea from the text✎

One piece of evidence✎

Their personal position✎

One academic expression they want to use✎

1

Group & circle up

Groups of 4–6 sit facing one

another.

2

Display the question

“Should all university students

be required to take an academic

writing course?”

3

Silent prep

2–3 minutes to write a response

using the frame.

4

Set the order

First speaker chosen;

discussion moves clockwise,

30–45 sec each, no

interrupting.

5

Round 1 — positions

Each student shares one

position or idea.

6

Round 2 — responses

Students respond to something

they heard.

7

Round 3 — summary

Each student states one

conclusion in one sentence.

Sets the order and time limit—

Ensures that everyone speaks—

Does not dominate the conversation—

Records recurring language issues—

Gives delayed feedback after the activity—

Did everyone have equal speaking time??

Which idea was most convincing??

Which evidence was used effectively??

Did students respond to one another or only give separate opinions??


